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ADVERT ISE N E N T. 


0 M E Dey: ths 1 was defired to 
| preach on this 7 ext. I did So yeſter- 
day morning. In the afternoon [ was preſſ- 


ed to write down and print my Sermon ; ; 
if poſſible, before [ left Cork. I have wrote 
bis morning But I muſt beg the Rea- 
der to make allowance for the diſadvanta- 


ges I am under; ; as 1 have not here any 


Books to e nor indeed any time to con- 
ſult them. 


Cork, May 8, 1775. 
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phy JOHN, v. 5. 

There are Three that bare record in Hea- 


ven, the Father, the M. ord and the Holy | 
Ghoſt : and wk Three, are . 


* HAT SOEVER the gene- 


Ry rality of people may think, 
it is certain that Opinion | 


Ms not Religion : No, not 
Right Opinion, Aſſent to one, or to ten 
thouſand truths. There is a wide differ- 
ence between them; Ih Even Right Opinion ro 
1 
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is as diſtant from Religion, as the Eat i is 


from the Weſt. Perſons may be quite 
right in their Opinions, and yet have no 
ö Religion at all. And on me other hand, 
. perſons may be truly religious who hold 
many wrong Opinions. Can any one poſ- 
ſibly doubt of this, while there are Roma- 


miſts 1 in the world ? F. or who can deny, 


not only that many of them formerly 


have been truly religious, (as Thomas a 


13 Kempis, Gregory Lopez, and the Marquis 


de Renty,) but that many of them, even 


at this day, are real, inward Chriſtians? 
And yet what an heap of erroneous Opi- 
nions do they hold, delivered by tradi- 


tion from their Fathers? Nay, who can 


doubt of it, while there are Calvinifts in 


the world ? Aﬀſertors of abſolute Predeſti- 


nation? For who will dare to affirm that 
none of theſe are truly religious men ? 


Not 


40 
Not N . them in the laſt Cen- 
tury were burning: and ſhining lights, but 
many of them are now real Chriſtians, 
loving GOD and all mankind. And yet. | 
| what are all the abſurd opinions of all the | 
Romanift in the world, compared to that 1 1 
one, That the GOD of love, the wiſe, 5 
juſt, merciful Father of the ſpirits of 
all fleſh, has from all eternity fixt an ab- 
ſolute, unchangeable, irreſiſtible decree, 
that part of mankind ſhall be ſaved, do 
hat they will, and the reſt damned, do 
what they can! 


J . v. . . 


N Hence we cannot but infer, that 
there are ten thouſand miſtakes, which 
may conſiſt with real Religion : With 
regard. to which every candid, conſiderate | 
man will think and let think. But there 
are ſome Truths more important than 
OF 77% 8 others. | 
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Wa others. It ſeems there are ſome which are 


of deep importance. 1 do not term them 


155 fundamental Truths; becauſe that is an 
7 ambiguous word: And hence there have 


been ſo many warm diſputes, about the 


* 


| number of fundamentals. But ſurely there 


are ſome, which it neatly concerns us to 


know, as having a cloſe connexion with 


vital Religion. And doubtleſs we may 
rank among theſe, that contained in the 


5 words above cited, 7 bere are Three that 


bear record in Heaven, the Fat her, the 


N. ord, and the Hol Gt, and theſe? 7 bree 


are One. 


„ do not mean, that it is of im- 


portance, to believe this or that Explica- 
lion of theſe words. 1 know not, that 
any well judging man would attempt to 
= | explain them at all One of the beſt 


tracts 


12 ol H N, v. 7. iy 11 
hp which that great man Mr. wirr 
ever wrote, was his Sermon upon the Tri- 


Imty. Herein he ſhews, that all who enn; lb 


deavoured to explain it at all, have ut- 
terly loft their way: Have above all 
other Perſons hurt the cauſe, which 1 
intended to promote ; having only, as as 
Job ſpeaks, darkened counſel, by word 
vitbout knowledge. It was in an evil 
hour, chat theſe Explainers began their 
fruitleſs work. I inſiſt upon no expli- 
cation at all; no, not even on the beſt 
I ever ſaw; | mean, that which is given 
us in the Creed commonly aſcribed to 
Athanafius. | I am far from ſaying, He 
Who does not aſſent to this, „ ſhall with- 


« out doubt periſh everlaſtingly.” For 


the ſake of that and another clauſe, I 
for ſome time ſcrupled ſubſcribing to that 
Creed: Till 1 conſidered, 1. That theſe 
ö „%% ſentences 


, be 7 
— es ww we era Ea | . — 2 a 8 ” Pp * *** 1 * 1 
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| ; ſentences only relate to wilful, not invo- 


lumary Unbelievers : 'To thoſe who having 
all the means of knowing the Truth, ne- 
| vertheleſs obſtinately reject it: 2. That 
they relate only to the Subſtance of the 
Doctrine there delivered; not the * 
phical illuſtrations of 1 a” b 
4 I dare not inſiſt upon any one's 
uſing the word Trinity, or Perſoe. I uſe 
them myſelf without any ſeruple, becauſe 
0 1 know of none better. But if any man 
has any ſcruple concerning them, who 
ſhall conſtrain him to uſe them i ? I can- 
not; much leſs would I bun a man 
. and that wich moiſt, green wood, 
for ſaying, te Tho I believe the Pather i is 
| GOD, the Son is GOD, and the Holy 


Ghoſt is GOD, yet I ſcruple uſing the 


5 words Trinity and Perſons, becauſe I 45 


not 


not find thoſe terms in the Bible. « Theſe 


cites, as wrote. by Servetus in a letter to 
| himſelf, I would inſiſt only on the di- 1 
rect words unexplained, juſt as they lie in 
| the text, 7. here are three that bear record : 
in Heaven, The Father, the Ward, and the 
Holy Ghoſt : And theſe three are one. N 


5. „ As they lie in the text”—But here 
. a queſtion, Is that text genuine? 
Was it originally written by the Apoſ- 
tle, or inſerted in later ages? Many 
have doubted of this And in particu- 
lar, that great light of the Chriſtian 
Church, lately removed to the Church 
above, Bengelius, the moſt pious, the 


of all the modern Commentators on the 
new Teſtament. For ſome time he ſtood 
in doubt of its authenticity, becauſe it 


is 


2 nee . — 2 — 


MJ OHM v7. © 


are the words which merciful John Calvin 0 


moſt judicious, and the moſt laborious, Sl 
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is wanting in many of the antient Co- 
pies. But his doubts were removed by 
three conſiderations: 1. That tho! it is 
wanting | in many Copies, yet it is bound 
in more, and thoſe, Copies of the great- 
: eſt authority : 2. That it is cited by 4 
whole train of antient Fuer from the 
time of St John to that of Conſtantine. 
This argument is concluſive: for they 
could not have cited it, had it not then 
been in the ſacred Canon, 3. That we 
can eaſily account for its being after 
that time wanting in many Copies, when 
we remember, that Conſtantines Succeſſor 
was a zealous Arian, who uſed every 
means to promote his bad cauſe, to 
ſpread Arianiſm throughout the Empi re: 
In particular, the eraſing this text out of 


as many Copies as fell into his hands. 
And he ſo far prevailed, that the Age 


in 


"JO f N. „ 5. 1 
in ah he, lived, is commonly ſtiled A 
Seculum Arianum, the Arian Age: There 
being then only One eminent: man, who 

oppoſed him at the peril of his life. 80 
that it was a proverb, © Athanafius con- 
tra mundum ;” _ Athanaſius againſt the 


world . 


6. But whatever becomes of the text, 
we cannot believe what we cannot com- 
prehend. When therefore you require us 1 
to believe Myſteries, we pray you to 1 


have us excuſed.“ 


Here is a two-fold miſtake. 1. We 
do not require you, to believe any Myſ- 
ery in this. But 2. You do already be- 
eve many things which you cannot com- 
prehend. e 9 


1 


- — * * ; * % organs 4 4.24.4 
8 * : Ks 2 "RR * n 1 TA N 1 „ {4 bhi N . * * *** " 2 
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| Fo begin with the latter. You do 
already believe many things which you 

cannot comprehend. For you believe 
there is a Sun over your head. But, 
whether he ſtands ſtill in the midft of 
his Syſtem, or not * revolves on his 
own axis, but rejoiceth as a giant to run 
his courſe; You cannot comprehend | ei- 
ther one or the other, How he moves, 
or how he reſts : : By what power, what 
5 natural, mechanical power, is he upheld 

in the fluid Ether? You cannot deny the 
fact: Yet you cannot account for it, 
ſo as to ſatisfy a rational Enquirer. You 
may indeed give us the Hypotheſis of 
Ptolemy, Tycho Brabe, Copernicus, and twen.- 
ty more. I have read them over and 0- 


ver : am fick of them: I care not 
three ſtraws for them all. 


© Each 


8 * 0 H „ « 17 

ka. Each Solution but once more al 
fords 
New change of terms, and ſeaffolding 

of words: 
In other garb my queſtion I receive, 
And take my doubt the very ſame 1 
9 15 * gave.” W 
| Still 1 inſiſt, The fad? you W Vou nt 
cannot deny. But the manner you cannot 


comprehend 5 


8. Vou believe there i is ſuch a thing as 
light, whether flowing from the Sun, or 
any other luminous body. But you can- 
not comprehend either its nature, or the 
manner wherein it flows. How docs it 
move from Jupiter to the Earth | in eight 
minutes, two hundred thouſand miles in 
a moment ? How do the rays of the 
Candle brought into the room, inſtantly | 

. | diſperſe 0 
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Gperle i into every corner ? Again. Here 
are three. Candles, yet there is but one 
Light. Explain this, and F will explain 
the Three One God. 


9. You believe there. is . a thing 
as Air. It both covers 77900 as a gar- 
ment, and 
Wide interfus'd 
Embraces round this florid Earth.“ 
; But can you comprehend, How ? Can 
you give me a fatisfatory account of 
its Nature, or the cauſe of its Proper- 
ties? Think only of One, its Elaſtici- 
ty: Can you account for this? It may 
be owing to Electric Fire attached to 
each particle of it: It may not: And 
neither you nor 1 can tell. But if we 


nl not. breathe it, aul we can com- 
| prehend 


prehend it, our life is very near its pe- N 
n 1 
10. You believe there | is ſuch a « thing 10 
as Earth. Here, you fix your foot up- 
on it. You are ſupported by it? But 
do you comprehend what it is that 
ſupports the Earth? © O, an Elephant, 
ſays a Malobarian. Philoſopher : And a 
Ian Cpports Him.” But what ſup- 
ports the Bull? The Indian and the 
Briton are equally at a loſs 7 for an an- 
| (wer. We know it. is GOD that fpread- 
eib the North over the empty Space, and 
bangeth the Earth upon nothing. This is ; 
the fact. But how ? Who can account 
or this ? Perhaps Angelic, but not Hu- 
en Cunt” 90 0 e 
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7 I know what is plauſibly ſaid con- 
cerning the powers of projection and 
Attraction. But ſpin 1 fine as ve. can, 
; matter of fact ſweeps away our Cob- 
web Hypotheſis. Connect the force of "2 
4 projection and Attraction how you can, 
they will never produce a Circular Mo- 
tion. "Pp he moment the proj jected Steel 
comes within the Attraction of the Mag- 
net, it does not form a Curye, but drop | 


down. 


Vou believe you bade a Soul 
Hold there, ſays the Doctor: * 1 be- 
Heve no ſuch thing. If you have an im- 
material Soul, ſo have the Brutes too.” 
I will not quarrel with any that think 


they have ; Nay, I wiſh he could prove 
6 "i Blr | in bis late trad. 


1. J O | H N, 5 * | | bg 
And ſurely I would rather allow them 


fouls, than I wou'd give up my own. In ; 


If the honeſt Heathen, Si erro, libenter 
erro; 8 me redargui valde recuſem.” 1 If I 


this I cordially concur in the ſentiment 1 


err, © err willingly ; and I vehement- 1 


ly refuſe to be convinced of it. And 1 
I truſt moſt of thoſe who do not be- 
heve a Trinity, are of the ſame mind. 
Permit me then to go on. You, believe 

you | have a foul connected with this 
: houſe of clay. But can you comprehend 
how? What are the ties that unite the 
heavenly: flame with the earthly lod ? 
You underſtand juſt nothing of the mat- 


er. 80 it is: But how, none can tell. | 


12, You ſurely believe, You have a 
Body, togriber with your Soul, and that 


each 


each ; is dependent on the other. Run 
only a thorn into your hand : Imme- 
diately pain is felt in your Soul. On 
the other fide, is Shame felt in your 
Soul ? Inftantly a Bluſh overſreads your 
Cheek. Does the Soul feel fear or vi- 
olent Anger? ? Preſently the body trem- 
bles, Theſe alſo are facts which you 
if cannot deny : Nor can you account for 
them. 


13. 5 bring but one inſtance more. 
At the command of your Soul, your 
Hand is lifted up. But who is able to 
account for this? For the connexion be- 
tween. the Act of the Mind, and the 
outward actions. Nay, who can account 
for Muſcular Motion at all, in any in- 
ſtance of it whatever ? When one of the 
moſt ingeniqus Phyſicians in England bad 

i N 9 


fniſhed his Lecture upon that head, he 
added, — Now, Gentlemen, I have 
old you all the diſcoveries of our en- 


Jightened Age. And now, if you under- 


ſtand more than I do.“ 


hey can comprehend, muſt not believe, 


hat there is a Sun in the firmament, 


them on every ſide, that there is any 


arth, tho' they ſtand upon it. They 


o, nor that they have a Body. 
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ſtand one jot of the matter, you under- 


The ſhort of the matter is this. Thoſe 


ho will not believe any thing but what 


hat there is Light ſhining around. them, b 


hat there is Air, tho” it incompaſſes 1 


uſt not believe that they have a Soul, 


bu, Secondly, as ſtrange as it 


may 
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may ſee, in requiring you to believe 


| There are three that bear record in Hea- 


them. Now the Myſtery does not lie 
in the facl, but altogether in the man- 


I believe the plain Fact: there is no 


F 


ven, the Father, the WW ord, and the Holy 
Ghoſt , and theſe Three are One : You are 


not required to believe ally Myſtery 
. Nay, that great and good man, Dr. B.. 


ter Browne, ſometime Biſhop of Cork, has 


proved at large, that the Bible does not 


require you to believe any myſtery at 


all. FHE Bible barely requi res you, t9 


believe ſuch facts, not the manner of 


For inſtance. GOD Said, Let there be 
Light, and there was light. 1 believe i it: 


lies 


% . „ 


—— 


quire it of me. 


Again The word was . fleſh. 


was made fleſh, wherein the myſtery lies, 
1 know nothing about it, I believe no- 


thing about it. It is no more the ob- 


derſtanding, 


1 5. To apply this to the caſe before us, 


And theſe three are one. 1 believe this 
at alſo, (f I may uſe the expreſſion) 
That God is Three and One. But the 


lies 6 of it. But of this 1 
believe nothing at all; nor does God re- 


lieve this fact alſo. There is no Bong 
ry in it: But as to the manner, bow he 


ect of my Faith, than it is of my Un- 


There are three that bear record i in Heavens 15 


anne 7 How, 1 do not comprehend: And 
D» 1 5 14% 
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1 FR not believe it. Now in this, in 
the manner, Ber the myſtery : And ſo it 
may; I have no concern wich it. It is 
no object. of my faith; 1 believe Juſt ſo 
much as GOD has revealed, and no 
more. But this, the manner he has not 
revealed ; therefore I believe - nothing a 
bout it. But would it not be abſurd in 
me, to deny the fact, becauſe I do not 
underſtand the manner? That is, t o re- 
ject what GOD bas revealed, becauſe | 


do not comprehend what be 5 not re- 
vealed ? 


16. This is a woke much to "0 ob- 


ſerved. There are many things which | 


eye hath not een, nor ear beard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart F man 1 
conceive. Part of theſe G 0 D hath re- 


vealed 


vealed fo us 5 his „ Spirit: Rev 
is, unveiled, uncovered : That part he 


requires us to believe. Part of them he 


and indeed cannot var * it is far A 


bove, out of our fight, 


Now where is the wiſdom of reject 
ing what is revealed, becauſe we do. 


denying the bas, which G OD has un- 


ner, which 1 is veiled fill? 


upon this head, is far from being a point 


has not revealed : That we need not, N 


not underſtand what is not revealed ? QF- - 
veiled, becauſe we anna ſee the mans. 


17. Eſpecially when we conſider that 
what GOD has been pleaſed to reveal 


of indifference, is a truth of the laſt 
Importance, It enters into the very heart ol 
D2 Chriſtianity: fog 


to do, ſays Socinus in a letter to his 
friend 5 with my untoward followers. The y 
will not worſhip Jesvs Curisr. I «ll 
them, it is written, Let all the Angels of 
GOD worſhip bin. They anſwer, How: 


Not worſhip him. For z 1s wr itten, T hou 
ſoalt worſpip the Lord thy GOD, and bin 
only ſbalt thou ſerve.” 1 


latly mean is this ; The knowledge of 


the three-one GOD, is interwoven wich 


4 


Chriſtianity ; it lies at the root of all 


Vital reli gion. 


Unleſs theſe three are one, how can 


all men honour the Sp, even as they 2 


mur the Father ? „ 1 know not what 


ever that be, if he is not GOD, we dare 


But the thing which I here - particu- 


all 


ll 1 
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Religion. 


1 do not ſay, that every real Chriſtian 
can ſay with the Marquis de Remty, © 1 


bear about with me continually an ex- 


perimental verity, and a plenitude of the 


preſence of the ever bleſſed Trinity.“ 


apprehend this 18 not the experience ; : 


Babes, b ut rather Fathers in Cbrift. 


But I know not how any one can be 


a Chriſtian Believer, *till he hath (as St. 


John ſpeaks) the witneſs in himſelf : till 
the Spirit of G OD witneſſes with his bi- 
rit, that he is 4 child of GOD: that " 
in effect, *ill GOD the Holy Ghoſt wit- . 
neſſes chat G 0 D the Father has accept- 


ed him, thro the merits of GOD the 


| Son; 


ps. ts SERMON on 
il Yr | fm. and having this witneſs, he ho- 
nours the Son, and the bleſſed _ . 
ven as be honours the Father, b * 


— 
2 ——— 


— — CE al ne —-— r — 


— 


18. Not that every Chriſtian Be- 
Hever adverts to this; perhaps at firt 


* eee S n k R Ai 
* 
— 


not one in twenty; ; But if you * 
any ef them A few queſtions, y ou will 


eaſily find, it is FE in bat be be 


DE heves. 


Therefore 1 do not ſee how it i 
poſſible for any to have vital Religion, 
who denies that theſe three are one. 

And all my hope for them is, not that 
they will be ſaved, during their unbe⸗ 
lief, (unleſs on the footing of honeſt 
Heathens, upon the plea of invincible ig 


norance) 


T 1 0 H N, ay * N ks 1 9 5 
norance) but that GOD, before they 
g0 hence, will ey them 6 the n bun 
ledge of. the Truth. 
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Senſe, or a Rational Demonſtration of Man's 


ous Treatiſe, ſhewing. 1, What Converſion is 
not, and correcting ſome Miſtakes about it. 2d. 
What Converſion is, and wherein it conſiſteth. 
3d. The Neceſſity of Converſion. 4th, «th. 
The Marks and Miſeries of the Unconvetted 
6th, 7th. Directions for, and Motives to, Con- 
verſion. Whereunto are annexed, divers prac- 
tical Caſes of Conſcience, judiciouſly reſolved. 
By Foſeph Alleine, late Miniſter of the Goſpel 
- at Taunton in OO A new Edition im- 


1 Rowe, in a neat Pocket Volume a new Edition 


1 elegantly printed. Price bound 3 in + pln. Calf 
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